
ALGORITHM A: HOW TO WORK OUT THE CDI CASE TYPE? 

Positive laboratory test result for C. difficile toxin+diarrhoea 

+ 

Agreed with IPC team that patient meets CDI case definition 

YES 

Did patient have a previous positive test result?  

Was the positive test result 

within the last 8 weeks? 

AND 
Patient symptoms*  

had resolved but returned 

  

Report this as a  

NEW case 

NO 

Test was >2 and <8 weeks since 

current test result 

Test was >8 weeks since 

last notified test result 

AND 
Patient symptoms*  

had NOT resolved  

  

Report this as a  

RECURRENT case 

Repeat positive sample  

DO NOT REPORT  

Report this as a  

NEW case 

Test was <2 weeks since 

current test result 

Repeat positive sample  

DO NOT REPORT  

* If a patient’s symptoms are not available then the specimen collected date may be used as a proxy date 

YES NO 


